
Newcastle school debating competition 2018 
 
 
 



Preparation 

• Subject:  All plastics should be banned 

• Our side of debate: We need to keep plastic 

• Now to brainstorm ideas 



A day in the life of plastic 

• Telling a story:  Jamaal & Victoria’s story showed 
how we all use plastic every day  

• Characters:  

– Jamaal loved PlayStation, World Cup 

– Victoria had a favourite plastic doll 

– Mum worked in research in a plastic factory 

– Dad worked in a hospital full of lifesaving plastic 



Research & practice 

• Research sources:  BBC, British Plastic Federation 

• Key facts: 

- 170,000 people in UK work in 
plastics industry 

- £23BN UK Industry 

- Plastic makes cars 20% lighter, uses just 4% of oil production 

• Practice:   
- Our headteacher Mrs Sword watched our rehearsal 
- Now to decide on our key message and slogan: 

Research, Reduce, Recycle 
 



How we were feeling as we arrived 



The competition was tough! 



Our debate  



Questions from St John’s… 
…. waiting for the judges’ verdict 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Judges’ verdict 

Excellent 
communication and 

presentation 
 



Victory again! 



Congratulations to our fantastic team 


