
St Paul’s Primary School, Newcastle. Glorifying Almighty God, and serving our community. 
Investigate and interpret the past Build an overview of world history Understand chronology Communicate historically 

Class: 2 Title: Florence Nightingale 
Topic summary: Florence Nightingale dedicated her life to nursing. She travelled to Crimea in the 1850s where there was a war taking place. 
She was shocked to find that, any soldiers were wounded and that the poor, insanitary conditions were the cause of many children dying. 
She is significant in history because she improved the conditions for soldiers by training nurses and showing them how to prevent infections. 
This made nursing a profession and that is her legacy. Because she was known to carry an oil lamp when she checked the soldiers at night, 
she is often called, ‘The Lady with the Lamp’.  

History Objectives Unit of work end points 
• Ask questions such as: What was it like for people? What happened? 
How long ago?  

• Use artefacts, pictures, stories, online sources and databases to 
find out about the past. 
 • Identify some of the different ways the past has been represented.  
•Describe significant people from the past.  
• Recognise that there are reasons why people in the past acted as they 
did.  
• Place events and artefacts in order on a time line.  
• Use dates where appropriate.  
• Show an understanding of concepts such as civilisation, monarchy, 
parliament, democracy, and war and peace.  

 To understand there was a conflict called the Crimean war. Children 

can locate Crimea on the map and know the date it took place 

 Describe what education was like for woman during the 1800s and 

why Florence Nightingale’s parents discouraged her becoming a nurse 

 Place Florence Nightingale’s key dates on a timeline (when she was 

born, date she trained, when she came to Crimea) 

 Compare and contrast the conditions inside a hospital during the 

Crimean War with the conditions we see today 

 Explain why Florence Nightingale is influential and how her book 

helped make nursing a respected profession 

 

Deeper learning:  
 To investigate if women had the same opportunities as men in the 1800s in England 

Key vocabulary Important Dates  Questions? 
Insanitary unclean 1820: Florence Nightingale 

was born  
1851: Florence Nightingale 
trained in nursing 
1854: Britain joined the 
Crimean war 
1860: Published Notes on 
Nursing 
1910: Florence Died  

Which countries started the war?  
What does the word ‘influential’ mean? 
Who was the Monarch during Florence 
Nightingale’s lifetime?  
What other name is Florence Nightingale 
known by?  
Has medicine evolved from the 1850’s to 
today? 
 

Significant  Important  

Improved  Made better  

Conditions  How good or bad a place is  

Legacy  Something left behind after death  

Allies  Places cooperating with each other for a military 
purpose 

Influential  Makes people take notice 

 


