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Investigating places  Investigating patterns To Communicate Geographically 

Class: 1/2 Title: Maps  
Topic summary: Globes, atlases and maps are used to describe where in the world places are. There are many terms map-makers use to 
describe where places are and make it easier to locate them.  

Geography Objectives Unit of work end points 
• Identify the key features of a location in order to say whether it is a city, town, village, 

coastal or rural area. 

• Use world maps, atlases and globes to identify the United Kingdom and its countries, 

as well as the countries, continents and oceans studied. 

• Use simple fieldwork and observational skills to study the geography of the school and 

the key human and physical features of its surrounding environment. 

• Use aerial images and plan perspectives to recognise landmarks and basic physical 

features. 

• Name and locate the world’s continents and oceans 

• Identify seasonal and daily weather patterns in the United Kingdom and the location 
of hot and cold areas of the world in relation to the Equator and the North and South 
Poles.  
• Identify land use around the school 
• Use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to:  

• key human features, including: city, town, village, factory, farm, house, office and 

shop. 

• Use compass directions (north, south, east and west) and locational language (e.g. near 

and far) to describe the location of features and routes on a map. 

• Devise a simple map; and use and construct basic symbols in a key. Use simple grid 

references (A1, B1) 

 Label and use a compass showing: north, east, south and west  

 To know that Earth is spherical, and we use a globe to show the area 

 To label an image of Earth showing: north, south, west and east. 

 To know and label the Earth’s different hemispheres (North Pole, 
South Pole, equator, northern hemisphere and southern hemisphere) 

 To know maps are pictures on flat pieces of paper, or on a screen, 
showing features of the Earth. 

 To locate the UK and other countries on a map  

 To know that atlases are books full of maps and information about the 
Earth 

 To use an atlas and explain the method to find the: 
• United Kingdom 
• five oceans 
• seven continents 
• location of the school 

 To know that Satellites are objects sent into space to take 
photographs of the Earth (satellite images) 

 Compare and contrast the differences between maps, atlases, globes 
and satellite images  

Deeper learning:  

 True or false? Maps are more detailed than globes. 

 Do you agree? Satellite images are not very useful for giving day-to-
day techniques directions from one place to another. 

Key vocabulary 
Maps Pictures on flat pieces of paper, or on screen 

showing features of the Earth  

Atlas Books full of maps and information about the Earth 

Globe Used to show the surface area of the Earth 

Satellite image Objects sent into space to take photographs of the 
Earth 

Compass  A tool for finding direction 

 


